• Laboratory accreditation is defined as formal recognition of an organization's technical competency to perform specific tests.
• LLNL has been accredited by the American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA).
• LLNL has been ISO 17025 accredited since February 2001. The Nuclear Forensic accreditation was granted in July 2006.
What does the accreditation mean?
In effect, an independent, recognized accreditation body, A2LA, attests that LLNL has demonstrated: -it is competent to perform specific tests, types of tests, calibrations or types of calibrations listed on its Scope(s) of Accreditation; -it's management system addresses and conforms to all elements of ISO/IEC 17025, is documented per ISO/IEC 17025, and is fully operational; -it is operating in accordance with its management system; and; -it conforms to any additional requirements of A2LA or specific fields or programs necessary to meet particular user needs.
LLNL Accreditation Preparation (Summary)
• 
LLNL Accreditation Process (Con't)
4. A2LA reviewed the application documents and an appropriate assessor(s) is assigned, with laboratory concurrence. 5. The assessor contacted LLNL to discuss the scheduling of the on-site assessment and requested any additional quality documentation that may be needed. 6. The assessment was performed and included: entry briefing; records, sample handling; interviews with scientists; demonstrations of tests/ calibrations; examination of equipment and calibration records; review of quality documentation; written report of assessor's findings; and exit briefing.
7. LLNL responded to any deficiencies with a written corrective action response. 8. The corrective action was reviewed by the A2LA staff and, once complete, was forwarded to the Accreditation Council for a vote. 9. Accreditation was granted when affirmative votes from the Accreditation Council was received, all concerns were resolved, and all fees were paid in full. 
